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“The Broom Dog” Quiz

1. After Canton’s mother’s accident, the broom dog

A embarrasses Canton.

B comforts Canton when he is anxious.

C reminds Canton of his mother.

D makes Canton want a real dog.

2. Which line BEST supports your answer to 
question 1?

A “Canton stood, the broom dog falling from his 
lap like he had forgotten it was there.”(p. 31) 

B “It’s . . . a broom.” (p. 30)

C “Eventually, he named it Dusty.” (p. 30)

D “And whenever Ms. Post had to step into the 
street, blow her whistle . . . whenever Canton’s 
chest would inflate like a balloon, he would run 
his fingers through the broom dog’s hair.” (p. 30) 

3. On page 27, author Jason Reynolds writes, “To 
Canton, crossing guards, and especially his 
mother, seemed to have special powers.” This line 
helps you understand that Canton ____________. 
(Choose TWO answers.)

A loved superhero movies

B had never seen his mom stop traffic

C saw his mom as powerful

D did not think being a crossing guard was 
dangerous

4. Why does Canton insist on getting to the corner 
“before the first cross” each day after his mother’s 
accident?

A He likes to watch his mother work.

B He wants to be the first one to cross the street 
after school.

C He is worried about his mother’s safety.

D He enjoys watching his classmates cross the 
street.

5. Which line from page 31 tells you that Canton is 
beginning to overcome his fears?

A “Canton stood, the broom dog falling from his 
lap like he had forgotten it was there.”

B “Sheesh. This thing has seen better days.” 

C “Watched his mother perform a kind of ballet.” 

D “They stood on the corner, looked both ways 
before they crossed the street.” 

6.  Which detail would be MOST important to 
include in a summary of the story?

A Canton names the broom dog Dusty.

B Canton suffers from anxiety after his mom gets 
hit by a school bus.

C Mr. Munch’s wife has an emotional support dog.

D Ms. Post has been a crossing guard for many 
years.

Directions: Read “The Broom Dog.” Then answer the questions below.

Directions: Write your answer in a well-organized response.

Constructed-Response Question

7. Give at least three details from the story that show that Mr. Munch and Canton have a close relationship. 
Explain how each detail shows this. 
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