
 

 

2017-2018 7th Grade ELAR Pre-AP Syllabus 

Teacher: Mr. Micah Rice                       Room: C107                     Phone: 972-563-7501  
 

E-mail: micah.rice@terrellisd.org           Tutorials: T-3:05-4:00 Thurs 3:05-4:00 
 

My name is Micah Rice.  I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in English and a Master’s Degree in 
Organizational Leadership. My hobbies include anything sports related, camping, hiking, and I even 
collect sneakers (since I was twelve). This is my third year to teach English/Language-Arts/Reading 
in Terrell and I absolutely love it. Most importantly, I chose teaching because I had educators who 
invested in me and changed my life, and I believe it is my life’s purpose to reciprocate that to a 
future generation of students.  If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
Class Description and Goals 
Pre-AP ELAR will be a fundamental class helping to prep our students for their future endeavors, 
both in the collegiate arena as well as in the workforce. Along with learning basic grammar and 
revision skills, as well as covering multiple novel studies, our class will be focusing on the 
following areas this year:   
 

Reading Writing 
Unit 1-Fiction/Drama Unit  1-Personal Narrative/Imaginative Essays 
Unit 2-Informational Text: 
Persuasive/Expository 

Unit 2-Expository/Persuasive Essays 

Unit 3-Media Literacy/Persuasive Text (cont.) Unit 3-Expository Essay (cont.)/Revision  
Unit 4-Poetry/Literary Nonfiction Unit 4-Poetry/Expository Review 
Unit 5-Making Connections Across Genres Unit 5-Grammar Conventions Review 
Unit 6-Research/Novel Study Unit 6-Multimedia Presentation/Research 
 
My main goal as your teacher is to help you succeed both in the classroom and in life. English is a 
fascinating and applicable subject that helps us better understand who we are, as well as prepares us 
for the future. Even more important though, I want each of you to fall in love with the writing 
process. No matter how old we get, our ability to learn and understand new things plays an 
important role in our lives. I want each of you to become lifelong learners!  

 
Materials Needed 
Everyday students will need to bring with them paper and a pencil.  They will also need to keep at 
least one library book with them at all times. 
 
 
Attendance 
You are required to attend class on time every day. This is one of the most fundamental ways to 
ensure that one learns what needs to be learned in class. Each student is allowed a total of one 
“free” tardy each term. Each tardy obtained thereafter will result in documentation. Upon acquiring 
your fourth tardy, you will receive an office referral and the possibility of being barred from most 
school activities. I will also contact your parents. 



 

 

 
When you are absent, you will still be held accountable for the learning that has taken place while 
you were gone. It is your responsibility to locate and finish any assignments that you missed while 
you were absent. Rest assured, you will be given time to complete this work and get caught up. 
Please come talk to me if you need any help locating and finishing these assignments.  

 
Classroom Procedures 
All of us have certain routines that we go through each day (e.g., getting ready in the morning, the 
route we take to school, preparing and eating meals). These routines save us time and simplify the 
tasks we must perform. In a similar way, there are classroom routines, or “procedures,” that help a 
class function more effectively as a whole. The following are a few of the most important ones: 
 

• Beginning the class period: You are expected to find your assigned seat and begin 
writing in your journal. 

• Quieting the class: You should quiet down and look up front whenever I signal that I 
need your attention (I will clap). If there is a safety issue, I will shout “Emergency!” 
It is particularly important to be quiet at that time.  

• Seeking help: You should quietly raise your hand whenever you need help 
(questions, comments, requests, etc.). 

• Ending the class period: You will remain at your desk or lab and continue working 
until you are excused. 

 
These and other procedures will be taught and followed throughout the school year to help us use 
our class time effectively and get the most out of each period together. 

 
Assignments (Worksheets, Activities, Labs, etc.) 
Much of the work we will do is “in class work,” meaning we do it together in class. As long as you 
attend class daily and work hard, there is no reason why you can’t successfully accomplish these 
assignments during class. When homework is given, however, you are expected to complete and 
return it to class at the specified time. Late work will result in subtracting 10% from the 
assignment’s total possible score for each day that the assignment goes beyond its due date. It is 
important that you learn now to be prompt with your work!  
 
Quizzes and Tests 
Short quizzes will be given on a regular basis to ensure that you comprehend the content we are 
learning together in class.  
Throughout each unit, two tests will be given. Notes are not allowed during these tests. Thus, you 
are strongly encouraged to study and prepare at home prior to test day. I will also provide an extra 
help session just prior to the test to go over anything you want to have clarified.  
 
Projects  
You will be required to complete a group project for each unit.  It will count as a Test Grade. 
Details and requirements of each project will be explained in further detail in class.  
 
 
GRADING POLICY                                                                        WHAT YOUR GRADE MEANS 
 
Six-weeks grades will be calculated as follows:                            A= 90-100 
 
Major (Tests & Projects)         50%                                                 B= 80-89 



 

 

 
                                                                                                           C= 70-79 
 
Minor (Quizzes, HW, CW)   50%                                                  F= 69 and below        
 
Home Access Codes:  M = student absent on the day assignment was given and has not turned in assignment 
 
Zero = student was present for assignment but did not turn it in 
 
Blank= student turned in the assignment, but assignment is still being graded 
 
Discipline Plan 
“The teacher has the right to teach, and each student has the right to learn.” To help protect such 
rights, and to ensure that everyone is completely able to learn and succeed in class, I have 
established the following rules and consequences: 
 
Classroom Rules 

1. Be in your seat ready to work when the bell rings. 
2. Bring all required materials to class each day. 
3. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
4. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak. 
5. Respect yourself, others, and school property always. 

 
Consequences for Breaking the Rules: 
 

1. 1st offence- warning 
2. 2nd offence- parent contact/detention 
3. 3rd offence-  office referral 

 
Teacher’s Right 
As the teacher, I reserve the right to make changes to these policies or procedures as needed. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Cut along the dotted line, and return the bottom portion to your teacher by the due date.) 
 
Please sign below if you have read through, understand, and agree to the terms above. 

 
Student:           _______ 
 
 
Parent/guardian:          _______ 

 

Parent/guardian’s phone # _________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian’s e-mail: __________________________________________ 

 
Feel free to share any questions or comments that you may have on the back of this form (or in an e-
mail). 


